We test... blanket weed treatments
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We test... blanket weed treatments

Pondweeder

Froe E119-£165 (depending on size)
oritact Bulshles Aquatics 011664 560220

Manutaciurer's claim BI-day no-gquiboke
mmcnay-tack guarantos., |t may taka 18
wancs b0 509 The lull efacis on your pond
Pach contents Linit suppbed as 30mm —
E2mm diamaber colls, 86 il can be ordened i
1 o GG DTk

How does || workT The wnil emils
alectromagratc mdiation which probdits the
growth of blanko! wsed

Application Fairly sfraightonwand
Disconnect tha tiller pipe and slido the
PONwaeEr OvVes, TEConnes] ard wing in
slactricity supply.

Suppliod Insiructions Pefectly pdeguale
Cosl per 10N treated About £1 plus runneng
cost (£2 = £3 a year) but will last for al loast
Irv yoars

D werdled Worked fina bul probably
needed longor runming time. May be
particularty sfactve in arsas of vary hasd
wilker (Figh hoveds ol calcium carbondaba)
Harminss to fish and aguatic plants
Compact and dscrale

Rating # % %

Price £110 g

Contact Lifescience Products Ltd 01235832111

Manutsciurer's cimim Dodsn't emave
Blmnkost wed, bud can condrol i It maght takn
SEVEN Wedks (o sea tha full efects, Though
groath of blanked weed should sop
alogathe: in 10 days

Pack contants Und with analoemmer and hwo
cabies 1o wrad around the pipe

How doas it work? By using
alaCirmmagnets ralkalon

Application Coil wined ardund your

axisting pipe work and cormect il o the
alacincily supply

Supplisd instructions Padectly adequals
Cost par 1001 treaied Slp phus nunning
coaty; again, spread over o perod of ol least
freld yOArS

Qur verdiel Worked guile wall, Oniy had &
fracton of the recommanded ireatmant fma
The long treasmant tima might put off some
pond and Kol keapen

Compact and diecrale and harminss bo fish
and aguahic plants

Rating  * % o

i il

[Contsct East Riding Kod Company 01262 850270

Manufncturer's claim Complélely remowvoes
all traces ol blankat wead in 10 - 28 days
Pl combents A very lange uni, i containg
pre-fiker, aid three raalman] Columns

How oo il work? Pra-filtar mmaves
sapandad ohis Column ong Conthing
FDF, which rédeases coppér. column fwo
ETHWEE BUCESS COpper and heavy matals
Calmn thise removes Shganic SUDSEAnceEs
Application Fitled on mans supply, Pond
musl ba drasned and redilad by 20 par canl
for Seven days and fitles lall running
constnntly with ovarfiow munning 10 wnshs ootiet
Supplod insireciions Insinclions
incomplele, consaquently Btled incormectly,
Cosl por 1001 trented ©£4 (plus waber
chasges il maleesd). Columns last 18 months.
Our verdict Worked widl in ong pond, poory
in tha other, Cleared green walar and Kiked
blanked wasd evin with incomacl usane
'u'nr,- axparsve, only suitable whorn walor
can Mew Bheoaigh pond. May affect 88 aguabc
plants, Pondktdpans may nol b happy with
rdnasing copper (o oxin) nto tho wabor

Raﬁng * * .'_' ol
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Testing conditions

scanarnio ponds hac lenilisan, ammonium
phaspials, adked Al 15ml ol the st
ord hall wary theough the trinl

Each product was bested twice, Thame
wre e ‘conirol’ ponos that recehvd no
iraatrront. Al ponds wone in full sunlight all
dhary. 200¢) ol bkt veed was added o
each pond bolors treatment.

Treatments noeding iongor tima wil
FEaTiasn o frial o St rmons weak, and an
update wil mppaar in K PRG.

affect the water or algae. but colour the pond
waler, redducing the amount of light that
peretrates. Submenged plants, ncluding
hilanket werd, cannot phobosmitheshse soowell
and effectivedy sarve to death

Mechanical treatments
Nechanical treatrments incluce the wse ol
electromagrnetic (EM) mdistion genemated by
encming o section of pipe with o devioe thst
produces EM pulses when electric current s
jussas] thirowigh i Howy BN radiation elfects
Blnnkiet weed is not cerusn. s kaown the
rasddiation alters the balanoe of calchum
bécarbonate and calchum carbonate ions in
the waber, fending to enoourage the Batter
Chrwe theowry b bavsee] o thee fact that carbosate




Nishicare
Price £5.50

MNishilkoi 01371 851424
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wiabed shghily &0 that tha blankod wae
recucid light 10 uss for phobos,
onsaquantly slarsas
Application Easy o use, with & dosing
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20 was thedalone 7 y unafecied
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Some Koi keapan may nolb like thes wabar
hasing & blua/green binl

far

Rating * % *

s trsolubde s calcium |5 taken leEmip warily
ot onl sosluthion, It s thoughit that limescale s
niecessary for hlanket weed m an anchos on
which to attachs it o thee gaomc wall ared 3o
adle] strustuere i its celdls walls

Another theory is that a change in calcium
Lt conses the plant £ cell walls to b
turmn. This inoreases
e vl oy
1ol e, A word of warml
thee winmer blanket weed grosvth slosws. and
Eharsee cormollers moy stimalat e growdth ao
shiou led bee swiched off wngi] speiogg

LS PESOLITES

Consistent comparisons
Sin proiucts were chaosen For the blandet weesd
et tywn meechardeal, v hesmiiical and pawo

Kusuri Eco-pure

frica £12.95
1377 Kusuri Products 01626 879000

Alis Bacoulaton «
pgrndes shudge, kwers
g aigal growth. Takes
Wi

kg fub of poswdor
7+ Comans daed, m

kly doses a5 necessarny, You 1
asas i e firsd manih of treating

st por 1000 trealed Tp (pér dosa)

Our verdict Tha least expanshio freatment of
all tha products on tral, || was poss ot
given its full treabmant temes bul ney Blass,
4 el nppear that blankel weed in the poal
had Staried o die

Haﬁng %* %k

bilokogical treatnseris, They were randomby
mslgried 1o 14, 1001 plastic pools filled with
tag-water. Un the (st day of irestrment the
wirler guad iy was assessed and the welght of
thee blandk et weed checked Ineach, befome the
prnseries wore e applied
ard reapgdied s fetailed fall the

i fACTLre 5 Instrictbons.

Eread il Illl'll"

A thwe ena of the fwo-week trial, il
blanket weed Ineach pord was weighed. By
conmparing thibs weigh with e wesgin bidone
trewtimsend we were abile tosany quantiiatively
T effective the pamoducts were

Winka bl Froom e ol lesayoes [am W'l Ty ]
Ancbroew Beal, and Matkonal Diploma stud
thie products coudd b assesed on how easy
ey werre toe wse and b well they workesd

i,

Viresco Koi

Price £11.25
Coranc John MeLauchlan 01845 525585

Lirer's clalm Suppdassas Blanke|
nifl plgas Moom:, mproves dgeston
ang haaith of youwr fish. Offar & money
Dack guaraniss

Pack confents 55— 10g p
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t Conians dried, mutrient

atlon Mix doge with pond waler, May

reipuine repoal applcation
wive Porlectly adegunie

imd Bp {pav dosa) may last

» Algan can bo Tound whirgver (hae is
mHEiuFE, HOin ocanns 1o manshas, kot
speings o glacsers,

& Algass rango in sizg fram one thousandih
of & mm. 1o 100m

& Thoy produce BO par oinl of the workd's
caypen timugh pholosynshasis

@ Researchars n Calilomia ane nvestigating
th posshilty of axploiting pond algas’s
exirpordinary growlh ard matabolic products
o powar cars and gonetale alectricity.

® Sevarnl species of algag e known s
blarke) wasd (fod oxampla: Sﬂ'ﬂy}'-rﬂ.
Cladophara and Lioffr: they can ba
dhistinguishs by thair iy
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